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Historical context of MAB
1940s - 50s

Post-war 
United Nations
Conservation separate from Development
UNESCO(1945)/IUPN-IUCN(1948)/WWF(1961)

1960s - 70s
Biosphere Conference (1968)
Club of Rome (1968)
MAB Programme 1971
Limits to Growth 1972
UNEP 1972

1980s - 90s
Brundlandt Report – Sustainable Development (1987)
Rio - Agenda 21 / UNFCCC / UNCBD / UNCCD (1992)
MAB Seville Strategy (1995) 



The Man and Biosphere Programme

• Biosphere Conference (1968)

– “utilisation and conservation of land and water resources 
should go hand in hand”

– “need for an international programme of research on man 
and the biosphere”

• Approved by the UNESCO GC in 1970 – started in 
1971

• Scientific programme around “Biosphere Reserves”

• "areas of terrestrial and coastal/marine ecosystems, 
or a combination thereof, which are internationally 
recognized within the framework of UNESCO's 
Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB)“



1995 MAB Seville Strategy
Principles and functions



2008 – Madrid Action Plan





Clayoquot (2000)
Clayoquot Biosphere Trust  - Manages $12M Government grant
ED Learning to do Better Research Searching for Sustainable Local Foods

Connecting Youth to the Local Rehabilitating Traditional Food Sources

Connecting Youth to the Global Mitigating Risks to Local Species

CULT Maritime Heritage

Language and Culture

Tourism
Logging
Fishing



Niagara Escarpment (1990)

Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act – NE Commission

Tourism
Fruit
Wine
Real Estate

https://secure.e-registernow.com/cgi-bin/mkpayment.cgi?state=1891


Western Cape

The highest plant diversity in the World!
SHARE, (Sustainable Harvesting Assuring 
Revenue and Employment). 
SEAWATCH
Commercial abalone farming project 
Waste recycling initiative 

Spatial Development Plan
Saldanha Industrial Development Zone
Young Professionals Programme
City of Cape Town - YES Programme
Intern Project: Green Food Gardening Project
Wetlands inventory
State of Bay Report

http://www.kogelbergbiospherereserve.co.za/
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